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of the part played by the Irish Question in Rosebery's
later years, his absorption in it at this time cannot be
passed over. But it by no means represented his only
contact with public life.

From May onwards Rosebery's intervention in the
Lords' debates touched oftenest on Imperial affairs.
On May 2nd he indicated the disappointment which
the Australian colonies would feel at the rather colour-
less reply which was all that Lord Salisbury could
give to a question about French action in the New
Hebrides asked from his own benches ; and the same
matter came up a day or two later, when the Standard
had published what Rosebery called " the somewhat
spicy details " of proceedings at the Colonial Con-
ference. " New Hebrides papers are still not pre-
sented/5 he complained on August 1st, and finally
on August 12th agreed to Lord Salisbury's plea for
further delay,

He asked questions on the Anglo-Turkish Con-
vention (May 23rd, June 28th, July 5th), and on
Afghan affairs (June 13th). He favoured State-aided
emigration of service pensioners to New Zealand,
shook his head over the reappointment of Sir John
Pope Hennessy after squabbles with his Council in
Mauritius, and inquired whether an American bank
had been established in China with a capital of two
hundred millions sterling. Rosebery's most vigorous
contribution to a debate was made to a discussion on
the Criminal Law Amendment (Ireland) Bill conducted
with singular ill-humour by the Government party,
particularly by the Liberal Unionist Peers. He
followed Lord Northbrook, who had made a speech
generally denouncing Gladstone and his adherents,
with small reference to the Bill before the House.
In the House of Commons such a speech would have
been out of order, like a good many others in the
earlier course of this debate. Rosebery indignantly
denied the right of the majority to ask for an alter-
native policy to that of the Bill, which differed from all
previous Coercion Acts in being a permanent altera-